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Most wealth is generated through corporate profit making. Moreover, together 
with inheritances the corporate machine and its financialization seem to be 
mainly responsible for the growing wealth concentration. Against this backdrop, 
it is somewhat surprising that philosophical and political theoretical debates cen­
ter on a limitation of wealth in general and on inheritance taxation, but not so 
much on a regulation of profit.

One possible explanation is a somewhat unquestioned acceptance of the clas­
sical liberal framing of profits. According to this framing, it is reasonable to 
regulate profits as little as possible in order to stimulate economic activity and 
growth, which in the long run will benefit all. Another argument is the fear of 
capital flight with the potential of serious disruption of economic functionalities 
and great welfare losses.

At the same time, the ultimate failure of social democratic and liberal socialist 
transformations in the second half of the 20th century seems to be connected 
to a lack of profit regulation. An important case in point is the failing of the 
implementation of the Meidner plan in Sweden due to strong unregulated profit 
concentration and a corresponding political power structure.

This issue focuses on the justice of profits. We particularly welcome interdisci­
plinary contributions that combine perspectives from political economy, econo­
mics, political philosophy, political theory, and critical social theory.

■ What is profit?; What is the principle of profit, and what is its basis?
■ What is a theory of profit?
■ Is it true that the question of just profits is not on the agenda of political 

theory and philosophy as much as it should be?
■ What arguments justify the non-regulation of profits in the media and political 

discourse?
■ What to make of arguments for nonregulation of profits from the point of 

view of justice?
■ What makes profits just or unjust?
■ Is it possible to determine excess profit and how can it be done?
■ What regulation of profits (if any) is required by justice?
■ How would such a regulation look like and how can it be implemented?
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Editors of this Issue:

Prof. Dr. Christian Neuhäuser (Dortmund Technical University)
Prof. Dr. Marc C. Hübscher (University of Ulm)

Contact:

Prof. Dr. Christian Neuhäuser (christian.neuhaeuser@tu-dortmund.de)

We plan a paper workshop two month before the deadline. Please contact us soon 
in case of interest, which we sincerely hope for.

Please refer to the author guidelines and the template at www.zfwu.nomos.de. 
Manuscripts may be submitted by email to zfwu@nomos-journals.de by April 01, 
2027.
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